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nger Syidngton has the fustest,

best-handling dental chair on the

road,

At least, that's the way it seems to me as we

blast along stane-lined roads in Kentuckys horse
oountry, with Symington at the controls of his ultra-trick
Side Bike. Seated in the sidehack part of this exotic
michine, with my posterior foating just inches off the deck
el my feet stretehed way out in front of me, 1 feel like Fm
realy for o thorough cleaning and Rossing, Then again, I've
got a grin on mry fce wide enough to check my molars.
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It can camy a brigzger Farmily than
SONVR CATE
That's thi I'Ili:u!_; ahout shideears
'l'||.|:_1.' represent ane ol the few

spreciallies within modoarey cling
that children get their parents
started an, instend of the ather
wany sl

“My wife andd T wens big into
|'|r|in!;__' SVE By Hl:;plp,-ns, whis
el biere o Bethkehem, Peon-
svlvamda, om a Bonal Enficld hock:
“When we Lol cur lirst kil it was
Well, what do we do now? Daes
e ol us g at @ Hme? D we et
& |u'|vlni1|:|-r'."' Oir dlo we find some
iy B alor fhis as o Bumibhe™

“We decided to get a sidecar,
amil just never stopped,”

As sneome with o kid i my
o homselold, [ can definitely
s Flse attractiom. Bt theve's no
-:h'n:rinu thad the hardles in e

Up where Roger s sitting, pliating the
moatereyvele part of the dg, 'm sare oor
spesd seens absolutely normal—lepal,
e, Bul dow lere, dose enongh to the
ssphialt that when [ lean iote nizht tums
wrerels snick my helmet, #t feels like we'n:
eping abonst i million mikes per Liour.

45 o srrienies bon il 1i¢ Filorics HET all
my preconeeivesd notions of mstorcycle
siclear rigs. Which is essetly what [ was
|H’!]'!|P|!: for when T came to the United
Sidear Association Mobonal Rally, busel
at the rolling Kentucky Horse Park in
Leswimygtom.

T ahwarys thowgelal of sidecars as cool
in & vintage kind of wiy—stately period
paeees that recall a different e motor-
wveling, Svimingtoan's maeline, pairing a
sereaaman -yellow-zonker Yomaha F]1200
with a French-dwilt Sicle Bike Comanche
sidecar, shows me anotler side of Deee-
whee! motkercyeling

“For me,” Svmington says, "1 all
abont performae.”

Mo kidding. The monster siv-piston
ke and [a, sipre-sectim car Hes on
el wlweel shonlid Taves been o clise, Bat
the lave-braking capabilities of the rig, ancd
the comering forees it can generate
thanks 10 a sidecar wheel that steers with
the Tremt el ame !u-:.mn:l |u:|.|.'|'||i.11|; I ever
enprectid.

By tlee thane our bowr-long ridie s ever,

First, Syomington is ssts—and 1
mean that in the hest passible
wiy.

Secomd, sidecar rigs can be =
different s, wedl, motorevedes as o
whole,  There  are  tauring
msachines, cruiser machines al
:||_'|||r| michines, all withio flwe
sitlewar categony,

The eane v thes all seem o
b i conmimaom, rlu'lu.:_-;ll & & nam-
thireatening g Wi
pvp-wheeled mnkorey clisks can
oy hope Fore, Al kinds of people,
even nop-riders, seem e D
drmwn ke sidecar rms

“We're mot the bikers vour
o warmiec) vim abonl,” sy Jim
Cain, |'|r4'si4!|'||| of the sidecar
e, “We're ]mll:l iy the
mest aulgoing group ol molorey-
clists vour Il ever Iimf'

e reasen for this is instanth
olsdons at the rally, Unlike most
motorevele events, there are plea-
by of kel b for thie ridke,

Must of the rigs are sef up for
one opertaer on the bike and g
pemssernger i the sidecar, bog o few
can hanl a serions losl. Take o
Codel Wimge it the rally, for exam-
||||_-_ 1 g thi dmmburl B seals
o Hhe Bk, plis & massive Wat-

i e i
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AN that and a bag of chips: Sidecars offer major
carrying capacity, all-weather stability and a
way to really stand out on the road (above) ar at
the drive-in | bedow],




way of wonldahe sidecar riders can be
(launting. First, vou weed o relewn
alnast rl.:la‘:uthlr:l_g:l}umr mitnmecling
“Whien o lowd at i, & sidecar mokes
hruee seenise oo braniliconsad LR clists” s
Coary Havnes, an experienced “rigmer”
whis hekps poople assemble sdecar st
fits. “They et o s, They eat ugr tines.
Thev pull to the rght when vou star)
Tl all tes the Lt whsen thiey stop.”

Amil |||||||t|'rsl1'|.'|1|:|!_l|'."' It juast tloesn't

vxisk,
The trick, savs Havnes_ is to reallze

frown thhes start fhat vonr'ne not on & wistor
avede. A sidecar is sometling completeh
abilferens

“Cemerally,” e savs, “with most mond:
e sichisears, vou're o dheal-track velicle
wirdmhing a thousand pavinds or better
Yeu've got musbe 16 hamsiqenser, aml
vann'mt on F-ined e Bires,

“Tluat’s just thee sataare af the beast, ol
o st livee with ™

But before vouw ean live with i, von
lizwir annthar |.'ld‘=lh|v|'r|| (V) AT | T |.1l:
e gk i sidocar enstlie®

Althougle o lard omebers exist,
enthustists Agune thens are probably
ferw linmiclres] thiousaml sidecar rigs rum
mimgz s auat there, ondy o vy shicee of
e overall mrolorevele market. Thi
RIS iE's usies] Nlll:'l'l-lt sere 1 sedehioek
oy e mesae], lest adene Finel ema for sabe,

There are a lfew companies that ol
rln;'r e, |:|H—ﬂl:'-ﬁ]lm.rl‘lh’llll-”e!|r n!_.r\.—
Harley- Davidsen, Urad wnd M, Do
instance, And there ane o few companies
that assemble complere rigs with their
it siclecars, Bt Beyoned thal, aseny ane
put toethir by entlinsksts in thiir awn
prrages.

The profdem, as Havnes cauthons, s
Ut 16°s nol quaite a5 shmge s bilting afl
thi piroes I!n!_r.ultlu-r There are sevieral
eriticsl elesments af sidecur gy IHT

o piee] b understaniel

The mast important is called “wheel
lesael,™ 16 w0 e ol Ll Elae side-
var wheel sits abwacd of the matoreyeles
resr wheel, Then there's “foe-jin™—how
much the sdecar whissl phints il
towairel thie 1||.|:-I|:-r\r.'_\|.'|| . And |'i1|-.a||:r,
Thesre's " less-nal —the wrgle ot wlel te
metnrede Jeans svan from the sidecar 1o

wonmiter the cren of the
rasnd,

ot the Diust oy wroni,
anel vou ey encl ap with
wisnky hanelling or poos
ans mileage. But the
stakes imobved in sere
itk v b b lisud are
fir higher

Alany people know
thal asichecar g with the
et il 4 Hlwe viglsl
Las rlll.'_'u are i'|| I'II.ITII (a3
where we drive an e
il side of the rosd ) can
wctwally loft the sidecar
whiee i o tht dghe pem. This can comne
L M|:|:lrim.' tey the [Rssenger, Tt it's 0
1':|1r|:.' eontrellalsle cvent for an eaperi-
eneend rider. As Haymes notes, however,
gelting, Lhe wheed besd wiomg can el 1o
i e m'l'il'lll‘i I:Ir':ll'lll'lll

“IF the sicecar wheel is ton fur Back-
witrcl,” Boee savs, T Uie webght shilt can
lift the rear wheel of the motoreycle in
Fiard Jeft-liund comiers

“IF thal. baipgrens.” el “voria better
b o rr'l'ig'um, hecanse that's the 4m|_n.

thing thats golng to sove veu, Your
instinet will be to hrakas, sl that wifl caly
take you the rest of the way sver. You
T by straaigg it oonet Abwe Brars anel ricke i
asit—aniel that oidy works i there's fi
|!I||_-|;t|5. ini fromE ol tt .

lirsides thase Bsimes, Haynes nobes thie
ot swelbelonne sidecar ontfits incorporate
chamges to the motorevele as well, A
stiffer framwe, bessbedanp brakes anl even
i ‘Il:lrk T‘-'lllll IvHe l'.l.lx' i il.“ I||‘!]5 H] Elill.'h
ol hiwaen tloe vl Bretaer,

It showhd b edear, then, that rgging up
siclecrs renuires woee than enthisiosn,
Foor thait reascn, Hayres recomimsnils tht
neriees look for o Getorv-rigged machine
o7 e pssemnbilee] b g sidecar mamufie-
et L :.‘,'cﬂ!.l resoniren For Fncling sickeca
manulicturers is the Sideear |1|-:|||:lr}
Coonnsil, Pk Box 5115, Van Navs, LA
HIA06G: 1505) TH-553420 Barring that, b
sugpsls '|:||r|.‘||:ui|:|u’:| oo ised rig that's
.||r|-.|r|_|. sred]

Henw dliess o siclihinek Tesel when it's set
i righi? Havees tells me that you

The coalest af vintage hacks? A 19305
ra Mimbaus, from Denmark (left), Gary
Hayrmes' rig (below) offers more modern
technosogy. including a leaning sidecar
contrelied by buttans on the handlebars,

shanldn't leve 1o Rght the steering and
that s mileige shoulbed Be procad. But then
b ks that there's o better way to Fisd
oot n ricling i sdewsar g navseld.

Thanks e Drade Backelifl of Uil Classic
Sideears of West Vi r!;i wis, | gl thie
chamere g clo just that. Haclcliff sets e ap
with a Ural Dheco Classie, one of the st
msthenticalhy ald-lookang new matorcyeles
vt can by e e,

Theeres a reasoi For thal. Url rigs mdy
b assembled in the U5, these davs, but



TRy 4R R JRIFTE CORTIE O el YrTnes |
Sowiet Union, which has Iseen building
capdes of pre-Waebd War [T BMW bosers
for decades. The U5, version et sew vl
enpgine aned drivelrin upgrades over its
Fassian counterpart, but it’s still pretty
much a 1933 deslgn—and an attractive
o, at that,

‘-;:II!IEI].]:\'. given Rt ddevacles.ald tewh.
nalogy, vinn can'l ettt midlern ride,
andd the Ural doesn't disappoint, The
engine: mikes no end of mechamical nois.
ox, and the transmizsion shifts like a
Iraetor.

Bt I spite of all thet {or menbe in part
becmse af oll that) it's a lasd of fun. The
curbrols wre afl the same, buat it's & com-
phetely dilferent experience from riding a
mkborcyele

Thie et nuticenlle ;n!ju.mlll.-nt i thut,
like all sidece rigs, the Ural deesn't coun-
terstecr. Mo matter what your speed, you
tam right 4o go dght—more ke an ATV
ks a Take.

1 linel ovyself planning tams much -
ther in mhance than T normally do. Amd
even a quick mtnachuctory ride makes me
rewlize that this thing requires a bit of
ugiper-body strengih bo mascle around,
especially at parking-Jot speeds, Ar high-

er speeds, the rig is nentrl under even

Hever let it be said that sidecarists
aren't proud of thelr three-wheeled
obsession.

thratthe, bt you lave o get nsedd o the
fact that :':|u:|.|:||.~1|l'_\' :|.|.'|.'L'!-e-r.|1:i:|g o clece]-
erating usually requires a stecring
addinstment,

I ngguick test ride, ©start o get the
leang of it, but bedore heading oat Inta |
traffie, I'd wank an opportnity o prictice |
these different skills in a contralled set-
titng, Fortimately, the USCA offers that
charoe ﬂlmlgh the SidecarTrike Educi-
i Program, a rider-trining eourse Jor

liack pibots.




