Bike Buys Paul Duchene

Nimbus—the Prince of Denmark

The Nimbus is a fascinating mixture of eccentricities, but with bulletproof

reliability, if it's treated kindly

by Paul Duchene

ulti-cylinder motoreveles date

back mofe than 10D vears, but

common engine ophions have

been narmowed today to vertical

Iwans, V-lwins, V-lours, eross-lrame fours,
and hori zomtally-opposed boxers

Other vanations have been tned, incled-

ing VEs (Cortiss and Mosbidelli), crosss

frame sixes (Honda CHX and Kawasaki

KZ13000 triples ¢ Trumph Trdenl. Suzuki

GT750) cven rolary (Sweuky RES and Van

Veenl Aulo-engined projecls belong i a

different category bul include the Cheviolet

V8 Boss Hog and the Aat-fowr VW-powered

Amazonas. All but the triples were enormous.

The moest promimng configuration 1o have been abandoened 15 probably the shim in-
hine d-eviinder, wiuch disappeared betore WW I Surviving inline fours are expensive.
with carly 19005 examples like Peerless and FN as hagh as S160,000 and pre-WWI[I

Hendersons. Clevelands. and Indians ranging from S40.000 to $73.000.

However, a creative collector can sidestep these expensive velerans and find a reliable
4-cvhinder that was made almost without change from 1934 1o 1959, It's the Nimbus.
Denmurk’s only significant moloreyvele, and good ones can be found for $12,000 to
$£15,000, judging from recent Mid-Amernca Auction resulls

Nimbus owners join an exclusive club
Nimbus owners join a preity exclusive club in the US,; fewer than 100 of the 14,215
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however. is that twoe-therds of Nombuses made still exist
worldwide. and about 4300 are currently licensed.
Factory manuals and 95% of spare parts pre available
through Infernet suppliers—there are five Nimbus
dealers i Denmark - though some 1930s electncal
parts can be expensive

So what do you get? The Mimbus 15 a fascinal-
ing mixture of eccentmcities, but with bulletproof
reliababity 1f o's treated Kendly, pecorchng o Nimbas
exper! Allan Klove Nyvborg Nyborg edits the Nimbus
Tadende magazine for the 1,915 members ol Lhe largest
association

Nimbas was launched in 1919 by Fisker & Miclsen.
which began manulacturing clectric motors in 1906
and switched 1o vacuwm cleaners in 1910 Peder Fisker
thought be could improve on the 4-evlinder Delgian
FN. and his son Anders followed in his footsteps. Their
seas were ereative and simple—the strip-sicel frame
was riveled, so picces could be replaced . and even the
handlebars were made of bexed plate. Nimbus devel-
oped telescopec forks in 1933 and introduced hydranlic
damping in 1939,

I'he rarest Nimbuses are the Models A and B
“Stovepipes,” named for the sixanch-dameter back-
hone spine that also held the fued. Belween 1919 and
1927, just 1252 were made. About 230 survive, bul a
good one will set you back $25000-528,000. These
muxdels had hand-shill gear changes and fronl and
reur springs, bul with no shock absorbers, the nide was
rather hike a mountaim goat

Tl majority of surviving Nimbuses ase the Model

C. which was made from 1934 to 1959 The
engine i$ an OHC inline d-evlinder of 746 cc,
generating a leisurely 22 hp. and known as
a “bumblebee™ from its exhatst note. Valve
gear was exposed unlil the very latest mod-
els. which 15 not as messyv as vou might ex-
pect, savs Nyvborg. I1s pothing like a Norlon
Intermationsal, which required the nder wear
wilclodh pants

A fixture of Danish cullure

The Nimbus gcarshift is a foot-operated
J-spead, final dnve s by a shafl leading
to the unsprung rcar wheel, which meant
the shall drive didn’t need 2 Ugosnt. By the 19505, the
MNimbus was obsolete, and the motorcycle combination
was bemng replaced as a workhosse by small cars and
vans. However, the Danish Army and the Post Office kept

ordenng bikes.

Bv this ime Anders Fisker was paralvzed with mul-
tiple sclerosis, but he was still working on several intngu-
ing profoly pes, including a rotary-valve model that never
went into production. He died in 1964

Nimbus owners have traveled around {he world, bui
most likely in a leisurely manner. Top speed 13 around
65 mph (55 mph with a sidecar), bul the two-beanng

abuse 13 not iderated for long. However, cranks and nods
can be rebuilt in Denmark— a job that costs about $300,
plus freight

The Nimbus has been a fixture in Danish culture since
before WWIL Nazi troops confiscated Nimbuses amd sent
them off to service in Norway and Sweden, frecing up the
more rugged BMWSs and Zundapps for the Eastern Froat,

MNyborg savs anybody returning to Denmark with a
Mimbus for ome of the huge rallies had betler get used 1o
spending a lot of ime talking to old men

“Ihe stories will invaniably be about the man himsell
heing a dispateh rider in the Danish sroy.” savs Nyborg,
“IT all these storkes are true, the entire male populition
between 60 and 85 were dispatch riders. ™"

Military meodels tend to be rode hard and put away
wet, says MNyborg, so civilian bikes are a better bel. One
red flag to watch for 1s the substitution of a VW G-volt
relay for the correct Nimbus item. The Nimbus dvnamo
i5 70 watts bt the VW 15 sct for 1 270-walt dynamo. [f the
battery fails, the VW regulator constanily charpes at the
rate of 43 amps instead of the prescribed eleven, and the
dvnamo melis down,

The Holy Grail for Nimbus collectors is probably the
MO0 engine with eovered valve gear, a revised chame
draven camshalim and the dynamo al the (roni. The engine
15 supposed 10 be bost, but Nyborg 15 hopeful he can find i
aml it it in his 1956 prototy pe, which has rear suspension

From the Danesh club’s web site, the rallies look to be
large polly affairs with a cast of cccentne characlers. Plan
to add Copenhagen to vour holiday pluns ol you buy vour
own “bumblebee™ #



